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On July 15, 2017 in The Stankiewicz Family House, known as “Under the Linden Tree” an
opening of the exhibition “Faces of Dynów,” of the paintings of Nina Talbot took place.
Ms. Talbot learned about her Dynów heritage from her grandmother, Bella Neger, who managed
to avoid the Holocaust by emigrating to the US as a 17-year-old girl. Other members of her
family, 39 members, were not lucky. They were all executed in September 1939 during the
planned actions of the Nazis. They are buried in Karolówka cemetery that, thanks to the artist of
this exhibition, was recently fenced and a commemorative plaque placed next to the main
entrance.
Talbot traveled to Dynów, “to the roots and graves of her ancestors” between 2013 and 2015,
and these travels became the inspiration for this exhibition.
The ceremony started with a short presentation by PhD Andrzej Stankiewicz, the President of the
Friends of Dynów Association followed by a concert by musicians Samuela Łach and Jakub
Trybalski from Dynów, poetry by Prof. Maciej Jurasiński, and a dramatic reading byAlina
Kędzierska, a close friend of Talbot and a native of Dynów who currently resides in New York.
In the next part, the artist told her obviously very moved and emotional story about the creation
of the exhibition. A huge number of local residents from Dynów participated in the opening. It
was not only an important artistic event but also historical and cultural.
The organizers and participants would like to share their gratitude to the Kopacki Family from
“Karczma pod Semaforem” for delicious proziaki, and to Mrs Ewa Czyżewska for her enormous
help in organization of the exhibit and for her culinary contributions.

Time for Commemorative Plaques
A very important historical, cultural, and religious event took place on July 13. Thanks to the
efforts of Nina Talbot and the mediation of The Foundation for the Preservation of Jewish
Heritage, the Karolówka cemetery got cleaned and fenced. A commemorative plaque dedicated
to 200 people killed in September 1939 by Nazis was unveiled. In the ceremony participated:
Nina Talbot with her husband Mark Rand, Zygmunt Frańczak, the Mayor of Dynów, Wacław
Wierzbieniec, a professor of history from Rzeszów University, Ms. Alina Kędzierski with her
father Józef Kędzierski, Ma. Wiesława Marszałek - the director of School in Bartkówka, Mr.
Zbigniew Józef Tobasiewicz who represented the Center of Jewish History in Dynów, and
Maciej Jurasiński with Jerzy Kędzierski from the Friends of Dynów Association.
Now - when Ms. Nina Talbot did a first step and we can pray and light the symbolic candle in
fair conditions - is it time for the city to take the next step? Is it time for similar plaques, which
should be placed on Żurawiec, Pole Plebańskie, and in the place of the former Dynów
Synagogue? All in all, it was there where Nazis killed the Jewish inhabitants of Dynów, buried
on Karolówka cemetery.
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Exhibition “Jewish inhabitants of Dynów in photography, postcards, memorabilia and the
power of memory in the paintings of Nina Talbot”

This exhibition is designed to remind Dynów’s inhabitants about the multicultural roots of our
town, and more importantly that before the Second World War, Jews had consisted of the 40
percent of its total population.

This memory is brought back by the traditional candlestick known as menorah, parts of Hasidic
clothing as well as by pre-war photographs and postcards.

The main part of the exhibition, however, consists of the prints of paintings created by Nina Talbot,
a New York-based artist. Her paintings “Faces of Dynów” were exhibited among other places at
the Center for Jewish Culture in Kraków.

The artist learned about her Dynów heritage from her grandma, Bella Neger, who managed to
avoid the Holocaust by emigrating to the US as a 17 years old girl. Thirty-seven members of her
family were not that lucky. The Nazis executed them all in the second half of September 1939
during the actions planned. Those victims are buried on the Karolówka cemetery. The artist’s
travels to Dynów, “to the roots and graves of her ancestors” between 2013 and 2015 became an
artistic inspiration for this exhibition. Her paintings show not only the portraits of her relatives but
they also tell their stories and represent the author’s pilgrimage deep down into her own family.

In this — very intimate and emotional way, the artist presents the vanished world of Dynów Jews.

The exhibition consists also of photographs from the opening of the exhibition, which took place
on September 28, 2016 at the Center of Jewish Culture in Kraków. During the ceremony, an
important testimony of cultural memory was given by the presence of the members of the Friends
of Dynów Association, former Dynow inhabitants from Kraków, and youth from the Dynów High
School.

