The 12th Anniversary of the International Days of Remembrance of the Victims of the
Holocaust in Podkarpacie Province

On January 29, 2020 Commission of National Education High School in Dynów together
with the Center for Youth Education “Three Cultures” organized the 12th Anniversary of the
International Days of Remembrance of the Victims of the Holocaust in Podkarpacie Province.
This year, Mrs. Nina Talbot, an artist from New York City, and her husband Mark Rand
were the honorary guests of the event.
Mrs. Elżbieta Klaczak-Łach, the school director, followed by Zygmunt Frańczak, the
mayor of Dynów city, welcomed guests. Then, Mr. Maciej Jurasiński from the Center for Youth
Education gave a lecture about the tragic events experienced by the Jewish inhabitants of Dynow
that took place in September 1939. The artists from Dynów’s High School who prepared a
beautiful and touching performance reflected the atmosphere of these tragic days.

Interview with Mrs. Nina Talbot

J: Can you tell us how difficult was the creation of the “Faces of Dynów” for you? What
kind of emotions accompanied the process?
N: It was difficult but also very important. It meant a lot to me. One can feel different emotions
at the same time. Of course, I felt great sadness about these histories but at the same time it

brought back memories of this community to life. It also felt like painting acknowledgements to
all these people who helped me to gather information.
L: Were you able to find more people with whom you shared similar history while working
on your exhibition?
N: Of course! I was also working on genealogy. I have never done this before. I always thought
that I have only two sisters, one aunt, three cousins and that would be all. While working, I
realized how many cousins I need to have around the world. This thought started to haunt me and
I managed to find many of them.
J: Do you think that these past traumatic events can strengthen the community in the
present?
N: Of course. Thanks to my genealogical work I managed to meet many people, not only friends
but also inhabitants of Dynow. For example, this painting over there (she points). All people who
are depicted there came from Dynow. They were not relatives. The man at the center survived.
When Germans started these horrible crimes he was still a child. I met him and his family in
New York City. I befriended him and got to know a lot from him.
L: Was it hard to present your and your family suffering for the public?
N: Yes, it is connected to your first question.These are very difficult experiences. Yet, at the
same time they are very important. For many years, I have worked as an art teacher in New York
City. Now, I work as a guide in the Holocaust Museum. I work mostly with students - often in
the same age as you are. This is a very important job nowadays. We are the last generation who
can still have contact with people who survived the war. Even in your town, Jurek introduced us
to people who still remember the Nazi and the War.

Once again, I want to stress that all this is very difficult. Yet very important. Especially
now, because once people are gone it is going to be very hard to know this history. I don’t know
how we are going to teach it. Maybe through other means. But this is important.
J: How did the inhabitants of Dynów help you in recreating this history? Did they support
you?
N: Yes, I am thinking especially about people whom I already mentioned, for example Józef
Kędzierski who took me and my husband to places which were important for Jewish community.
This includes places where they were killed. Józef has two daughters who also live in New York
City. We had a chance to meet them. His older daughter is one of my best friends now. Maciej
Jurasiński and his friend Ewa helped us with the organization of work on the cemetery and
arranging stones to commemorate 37 people. Stefan Kowalczyk, Ewa’s son, do you know him?
L: Yes, he was our teacher in primary school.
N: We met him and we kept contact via email. I could mention many people here. It has been
incredible. I couldn’t do anything without the help of people from your town.
L: Which places in Dynów are especially important for you?
N: The corner of Łazienna and Pilsudski streets. The home of my grandma and her brother was
located there. They lived at Łazienna 1. Another important building is on the other side of the
road. A grocery shop is located there. Of course, very important are two cemeteries and
Żurawiec - the place where Nazi executed half of Dynów Jewish inhabitants. Also the building
when many of them were killed. It is no longer here. These are all important memory places.
J: Do you think that your activity helps to raise awareness about the difficult Jewish past?
Does it help in understanding the history?

N: I think so. I think that without my activity and the work of your teacher you wouldn’t know
much about this history. Is that right?
J: We wouldn’t know how important our city is. So these activities raise our awareness.

L: Certainly. We knew about the Holocaust but we didn’t know how it unraveled in our
region.
N: This is normal. You were born here, you grew up here. You are becoming adults and you are
getting to know more about your place. I think that probably not many people know about this
history. Now this knowledge is getting more accessible. This history brings very difficult
emotions so I think that you are the right age to know and understand these events.
L: I couldn’t agree more. Our last but not least question: What kind of message you would
like to give to young people?
N: First of all history. Not only about Holocaust. I would like to encourage you to know the
history of your families. Maybe not now - you are still so young. You want to make sense of
your life. That’s normal. Secondly, what we teach our students in New York - the education
about Holocaust. This is a very important knowledge. Crimes against humanities are still
happening. People still need to leave their homes.
L and J: Thank you for your time.
N: Thank you. It was a pleasure

Interview was conducted and translated by high school students from Dynów: Laura Lech and
Jagoda Radoń

Afterwards, Nina Talbot presented her paintings titled Faces from Dynów. Her husband
Mark Rand gave a lecture entitled "We Lived With You." An accompanying exhibition of
artifacts from the collection of Marek Doszczan from Dukla, also a guest of Dynów, was on
display.
The event appeared on Rzeszów TV, and effectively reminded us of pre-war Dynów, and
the coexistence of the Polish and Jewish population. It was a special lesson in history for
young people, and at the same time a lesson in tolerance, cultural sensitivity and openness.
Congratulations and appreciation was given to the school by Mr. Wieslaw Wierzbieniec,
professor of history at the University of Rzeszów for 12 years now.

